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The ‘Foul-ups’

In Informatloli

dandies—all becae‘ the Kennedy adminis-

tration became’ allergic to direct quotation. -

Plenty of officials were w1ll;ng to talk but
none wanted .to be named.: ¥

Day after day,- accordlrrg, to an analysis
by Associated Press editors; Washington
reporters had to rely on _asshadowey “high
officisd’” or:!'suthoritatiye rsource M dThe con-
tradictiofis - over ‘he CiA’s-role character-
ized the -mix-up:#*Gne said faulty in-
telligence from the CIA had caused the in-
vasion’s defeat; later, another said CIA did
just fine but some other branch of the gov-
ernment fell down. . :

—— .

PRESIDENT KENNEDY pulled the trig-
ger for the talkers When he told his April 21
news corfqrerice, I Won,fldn t be surprised if
informatfon 3 pouredjmo{you ln regard to
al themeeeat"‘ya HiseR

; " 8 red responsi-

bility for alt that ha

pened: (2).the CIA -

had fostered thelmva,sq'on ‘plan and Kennedy

had approved 1f over objections of Secre-

tary Rusk; Undbrsecrefary Bowles and the -
Jaint Chiefs of. Staff (3) there were mo -

. major differences amo (%lﬂs group; (4) a’;
an® rebel train- -

Guatemala deadlifie Yo7

ees to leave the¥ colﬁl‘tr‘ﬁ Hdd- impedted ‘a
ready-or-not’ move. The Kennedy adminis-
tration, this information said, "had not. given

off.

a go-ahead but. had not opposéd thé jump- ;

MORE. Bosnmc o5 Aanl 2 sill an- |

" other sourcé sald former’ President Ensen- :

hower had . eneouraged Kennedy to -go -

ahead. This same.individual said CIA infor-
mation about Castro’s strength and the pos-

sibility of “pevolt, within Cuba was faulty.

Andrew Hatcher, an assistant press. secre- -

tary, denied Exsenmowers.role djdn’t deny

. the €IA fall-down.

On April 24 a high admnmstratlon man,

speaking to newspaper editors under ano- :

nymity, also said CIA had miscalculated.

[ —

One day later, another key man, alsc
undes-aaeaymity, said CIA was accurate al
the way but the invasion. failed because i
wasn’t properly. sustajned..(The Detroit Fre
Press-named-the-sousce .of that story al

Allen Dulleswm ) Some repor

- ers thought the speaker meant that th

Navy had’}al'l'ed t 'ao the sustaining, bu
he said | lme wouldn £t to blame - anyone: |

PRESIDENT KENNEDY, speaking at

. New York on. Apr1127 about the broad prob-

lems of the Communist challenge, saw two
requirements “that ‘may seem almost con-

. tradictory”—the need for greater public in-

fofmation and the need for greater official

secrecy..
He suggested some form of voluntary

. self-censorghip py . the press. But no action

by the press could avert such confusion as
prevailed in Washington this week, and
most newspaper spokesmen stressed the
necessity of some kind of guidance “or

. ground rules being established by top gov-

ernment as a primary means ot_’ dete_rmin-
ing what is or isn’t—in thé “ngtlonal inter-
est’ —desxrab]e to pubhsh

1

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/29 : CIA-RDP67-00318R000100790107-4 A



